VEDDING-RING, 


| 
| Fit for the 


FINGER. 


Rive of Divinity, 


b 


| ON THE NY 


SORE of Humanir y, | 


3 
GY 
: 


— 


ES : F 
.aid open ina Sermonat a Wed- | 


ding .in Edmond : By William 
Secker Preacher of the Goſpel. 


LOND ON, 


rinted for Thomas Parkhurſt at. 

the Bible and 3 Crowns at the 
Lower end of Cheapſide, 1678. 

booh FP f) =—_ 57 many { 


4 / 
% ve _ 
a Po PRA TIT —_— 
3 oy 


F 


{ 
wy 


VEDDING-RING, 
Fit- for the 


FINGER: 


| OR, THE 
"PE of Divinity, 
ON THE 


SoRE of Humaniry., 


——  —_— \ 


aid open in a Sermonat a Wed- 
ding .in Edmond : By Wrillan 
Secker Preacher of the Goſpel. 


_—_ 
—_ .< 


LONDON, - 
'rinted for Thomas Parkburſt at. 
the Bible and 3 Crowns at the 
| _ end of Cheapſide, 1678. 


\ SF wy %%D F # 4 


F. / 
— 4 Wy . 


| oF, ©) be DEE 2, _ $f QI Pr ey NN > 


It Cc IAC) vo 


EN; of: - FE ? foe} oof ol ole Q A $4; Fa 


Iv C; 4's vo AY] 


CRISTIAN READER, 
i of Her not good weighing oxes 
verth in ſuch unequal bat- 
'ances, where the feather of 
opinien turns the Scales. Une 
Spoke can never ftand flill, 
| whilſt the whole wheel turns 
| round. The gifts aud gracer of 
Chriſtians lay in common. till 
envy made the firſt incloſure. 
| Here thou 7 mayeſt ſhew thy wij- 
Om 77 ſpinning A Jive thread 
\ ont of courſe wool, Do not burt 
| him by th 'y malice, who would 
| ' kelp thee in thy Alarriage. ho 
\ would plant apiece of Ordinance 
[to beat down an Aſpen leaf, 
\which having always the palhe , 
- FE mill 


| ft >. 


| 


; 
will fall alone 2 This Þrece ne f 
ther deſires ſufplanters, noy d . 
ſerves ſupporters, It comes forth 
a a Prefiea Soldier, mot as 
Volunteer ; what it was 
Preaching, it is in publiſhing ; 4 
there is not one cubit added ! 
zts ſtature eto” ſcenre rt fron 
the Avenger of blood, it flies ti 
thy Cityof refuge. Let him whi 
Sows his pains, reap thy = 
0's. l. 
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Thine in the |v 
Lord Ieſus 
| Wall. Secker| 
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tj 
ag : And the Lord God ſaid, Þ: I not 
4 i gecd that tne Aten | (ould be alone : 


IT will make him a: | belp meet. at 


X, 

; b him. | 
why Uman miſery isto Divine 
af mercy, as a black foil to 


Þ £ a ſparkling Diamond, ::or 
... as a fable cloud to the 
Sun. beams, Pſal. 8. 4. Lord, what 
1s man that thou art mindful of bi him | 
Man is, 
 Inhis Creation, Angelical- 
In his Corruption, Diabolical. 
In his Renovation, Theological. 
In his Tranſlation, Majeltical: 
| . An Angel in Egen. 
yi A Devilinthe World. 
F - A Saint inthe Churct. - 
j] - A King-m Heaven, :;:--: :; 
; A 3, "here: 


IS 


noe.” Bn 


2 AWedding-Ring, 
There were four ſilver Channe 


in which the cryſtal itreams of 
Gods affection ran to Man inhig fe 


Creation. & 
1. Inhis Preparatton. ' © 
2, In his Ailmilation, | "00 
;. In his Coronation. {ir 
4. Inhis Aſfociation. | a 


1, In his Preparation : Other 
Creatures received the Charter of n 
their Beings by a ſimple fiat ; but 
there was a conſultation at his for: <; 
ming, not for the difficulty, but , 
for the dignity of the work. The 
Painter is moſt ſtudious about that c 
which he means to make his ma; 
ſter-piece. The Four Element 
were taken out of their Element 
to make up the perfection of man! { 
complexion ; The Fire was purifi 
ed, the Air was clarified, the Wa | 
ter was purged, the Earth was rc; |} 
fined ; when Man was moulded j 
Heaven and Earth was married ;{ / 
Body from the one was eſpouſeq - 
to a Soul from the other. | | 
2. 
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ne 2. In his Aſſimilation : Other 
\ off creatures were made Jike them- 
by ſelves, but Man was made like 
God, as the wax hath the tmpreflt- 
; on of the ſcal ſet upon it. It is ad- 
| rirabile to bekold fo faira Picture 
| in ſuch courſe canvas , & ſo bright 
| a character in ſo brown paper. 
" 3. In his Coronation - He that 
' Ol! made Man and all the reit, made 
but! man over all the reſt; quantilluns 
ors Dowimum poſe uit Dens in tantum do- 
but 9inium, he was alittle Lord of a 
The great Lordſhip ; this King was 
hat crowned in his Cradle. 
ma 4. Inhis Aſſociation : Society is 
NY the ſolace of humanity : the worid 
ny would be a defart without a con- 
an! ſort, | 
iti Moſt of Mens parts are-made in 
Val pairs; now he that was double-in 
rc; his perfection, mult not be ſingle 
ed) in his condition, and the Lerd God 
31 ſaid, &Cc. 
ſeq - Theſe words are like the Iron 
gate that opencd to Peter of its 
l il OWNn. 


4 viſion, [will make, &&c. f 


"= A Wedding-Ring, 
own accord ; dividing themſelves 
ey three parts. Es 

An Introduction > And the 
L 1 God ſad, 
2: Fi Aiſertion, T is not good that 
72 an ſhould be alone. wo 
3. A Determination, - [ will| 
mke an help meet for him. 
In the firit, -ther's. a Majeity 
- propoſed. | 
In the ſecond, there's a malady| 
preſented. 0 
In the third, there's a remedy h 
provided. » 'h 
h 
I 
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Once more let me put theſe 
grapes into the preſs. | 
1. The ſoveraipnneſs of the ex-| 
. preſſion, And the Lord God ſaid, | 
2, Theſolitarineſs of the con-| a 
dition, 'Trs not good, FC. '© 
3. The ſvitableneſs of the pro-| | 


In the firit, there 5s the worth of | 
Veracity. ti 
In the ſecond, there's the want | 9 
of Soviery. i: 
Qn 
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lves) Tn the third, there's the work 
| of Divinity, 
thei Of theſe in their order. 


And firit of the far{t. q 
vat Firſt, the®Soveraionneſs of the 
| expreſſion, eAnd the Lord God 
will (aid. 
| - Zakg 1.50 As ne ſpake by the 
ry! mouth of his Prophets. In other 
| Scriptures he uſed their mouths, 
Y| but in this he makes uſe of his 
own : they were the Organs; and 
dy| hethe breath : theearly itreams,6z 
| he the Fountain, How he ſpake,'tis 
ſe| hard to be ſpoken, whether eternal- 
| Iy,or internally,or externally. Quo- 
| m10do n0n eſt quod queramus, ſed po+» 
tins quid dixerit intelligamus ; we 
-| arenot to enquire to the manner 
| of ſpeaking, but to the matter 
-| that's ſpoken ; which leads me 
like a directing-ſtar from the Sub- 
urbs to the City, from the Porch 
to the Palace, from the Founder 
of the Mine, to the Treaſure that 
1511 it, It z5 not good, &c. 
In 
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The Subject, A: 1 07e, 
Ss Frevicate, 'T 7s nit goull 
Firir, the Subject, A7an aloneh 1 
_ this in two brancies, | C- 
. As it iS limited to one Man, | y, 
2. AS It is lengthencu toalth 
Men. |h 
Firit, As'tis limited to one Man, 7 
and ſo it is taken particularly | 
Man,for the ficit Man, When allo! þ 
ther Crearures Had their Mates, A! 
dam wanted his: Though he way , 
the Emperor. of the Earth, and.thy 1 
Admiral okthe Seas, yet in. Part 
diſe withour a Comnanion j 
though he was truly happy \ Ve « 
ne-was not fully happy ; Tnough 
he had enough for his board, yel | 
he had not enough for his bed 
Though he had many Crcaturc | 
to ſerve him , yet he wanted 4 
Creature to ſolacc him ; when: hel 
Wal 


j 


was comr ountesd in Cr.otion, he 
muit be con;,.'cated By Go june 
\Ction; when he hav non to hutt 
him, ton ne mult Fave a Wie 
'tohelp him : Jt & rot good that A1an 
ood) ſhould be alone. 
| Secondly, as i:'s lensthned to 
lon} all Men, and fo 1ts taken univer- 
ally, Heb. 13. 4. CAarriage 15 
It. | honourzble unto ill , not only roupos 
> Ulf but 76S}, Its not only warranta- 
| ble, but honourable. The whole 
Man, Trinity hat conſpired together 
! 1 toſeta Crownof Glory upon the 
M10! head of Matrimony. 
A! 1. God the Father : Marriage 
WY was a Tree planted within the 
Lt Walls of Paradiſe , this flower 
1+ firſt grew in Gods Garden, 
» 2, The Son : Marriage is a 


35, 


\4 Cryſtal glaſs, wherein Chriſt and 
gy the Saints do ſee each others 
}q faces. 

di 3. The HolyGboſt, by his over- 
"9 ſhadowing of the bleſſed Virgin. 
I 4. Well might the world when it 


WY ſaw 
wat 


carnt pollutionem & immunditiew. 
| It's] 


- 6 : 


-— | 
ſaw her PIEANAncy, ſuſpect het 


Virgini:y ;*bur her Matrimonial h 


concition wagarrave to that ſu; 
pition ; withour this her innocency 
haJ cot prevented her infſamy ; 
ſhe neeccy a thield to defend that 
chaiiity abroad, which was kept 
invio:ableat home. 


toc many that have not worth 


enough to preſerve their virginity, 
have yet will enough to cover' 
their unchaiiity; turning the me- 
dicine of frailty , into the rantle 
of filthineſs. Certainly ſhe is mad 
that cuts off tier Leg to get tera 
Crutch, or that venomcs her Face 
to wear a Mask. | 
\ St, Pan! makes it one of the 


CharaGers of thoſe that ſhould} 


caſhier the faith, 1 Tz. 4. 3. Not 
to forbear Marriage , which may 
be lawful ; but to forbid it, which 
1s ſinful. 

One of the Popes of Rome ſprin- 
kles this unholy drop upon it, 


fc 
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ha It's frange tut ind Be a pol- 
nial fution , which wiz in 1.2 be- 
ſuſ. fore corruption, , or thet trpurity, 
ney which was £7ained inthe Hate of 
y ; innoc<acy + or thac they inould 
hat! make that to be a ſin, which they 
ept| make to bo a Sacrament, : 
But a Baitard may be laig at 
rtth[the door cf chaitity ; and a lea: 
ty,,den crown fet upun a golden 
er! head. | 

1e-| BHellarmine that mighty e Atlas 
tle} of the Papal power, blows his 
ad/ftinking breath upon it, ſaying, 
- a] Better were it for a Prieit to dehile 
cel himſelf to many Harlots, then to 
hoy Married to one wife, Theſe 
hel childien of the purple whote: pre- 
Id! fer their Monaſterics before our 
ot) Marriages ; a Concubine before 
y| 2 Companion. They uſe too ma- 
-h| ny for thicir luſts, to chooſe an 

1} for their love : Their Tables are 
ſo largely ſpread, that they can- 
; | uot feed upon one diſh. 

As for their exalting of a Virgin- 
"of: - ſtate, 


IO 1 Weaanp- KING, | 
ſtate, it's like him that commend.| 
ed fating when he had filled his 01 
belly. 

Who knows not, that Virginity ns 
15a pearl of ſparkling luſtre ? But ,, 
cannot the one be ſer up, without 
the other be thrown down ? will q 
no oblation pacikie the former, but; 
the demoliſhing of the latter | 
Though wetind many enemies td yy 
the choice of Marriage, yet its rare ;; 
to find any enemies to the uſe of c, 

Marriage, They would pick. the| 1 
Jock that want the key, and es FAY 
the fruit that do not plant ths 
hy Tree, | he 

lin The Hebrews have a ſaying, Hi, 

# 3 not a Man, that hath not a Wil, 
k man, fin 

Though they climbe too hight g, 
bough ; yer its to be feared tha] pe 
ſuch fleſh is full of imperfectio 
that is not tending propagation {to 

Though man alone may be good[ch 
yet it 15 not good that man ſhould Wy, 
#loze ; which leads me from tifQ,, 


Subjed 


Fit for the Finger. It: 
d Subject to the Predicate, It 75: not 
Ms good, (7'C, , ; 
| Non bonum, is not in this place 
It as malum, but bonum eſt boneſtums. 
Ut wile, Jucunaum. 
ut; Now it is not-good that Man 
ll ſhould be in a {ingle condition, up- 
outon a threefold conſideration... _ ;_ 
I. : In reſpcct of fin, work 
 kq would not elſe be prevented. Mar- 
are rjage is like water, to quench the: 
0 ſparks of luſts fire, 1 Corenth.7.2.. 
the Nevertheleſs to avoid Fornication, 
acti lee every ene have bus own Wife, fc. 
ti Man needed no ſuch Phyſiclk when 
he was in perfect health... Tempta- 
Hitions may break natures belt ſence, 
V4 and lay its Paradiſe waſte ;.but a. 
ſingle lifeis a-priſon of unruly de- 
51148 ſires, which is daily attempted to» 
tha! be broken open... > 
tio! Some indeed force themſelves: 
N {toalingle life meerly to avoid the: 
Oicharges of a. Married ſtate ; they: 
had rather fry in the greaſe of their 
"own ſcnſuality , then extinguiſh, 
Jes ; B. thoſe: 


| 


gy 1 rn 
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t\ into the image of eternity : 


» ſtock and the (cicy, being graft 


T2 AWeadding Ring, 
thoſe flames with an allowed reb 
medy ; 1t's better to marry than 
burn : to be lawfully coupled, tha 
to be 'Tuſtfully ſcorched. It's beſt 
feeding theſe flames with ordinate: 
fewel. | 
2, "Tis not good in refpect ofSc 
Mankind, which then would noſjo 
be propagated. The Roman Hiſtoide 
rian relating the raviſhing of thile 
Sabine Women, excuſed it thuges 
Res erat units etaris populus virnW 
*% ; Without then Mankinde 
would fall from the Earth and pgthi 
riſh, Marriages do tura mutabj - 
ftn 
fprings up new buds, when th be 
oid are withered, It's a great 
honour for a man to be the Fathe be 
If one Snn,. than to be the Maſig an 
of rnany Servants: Withont 
V7ife, Children cannot be hatfru 
fawfully ; without a good Wiſqha\ 
Children cannot be had comforts | 


bly. Man and Woman, as put 
fills 


\ 


Pit for the Finger. T3: 
re-by Marriage, are trees bearing: 
; tlfruit to the World. 
hal S. Auguſtine ſays, this pair is, 
beſlpr imam far & fundamentum omui- 
latdam, Cc 
They are the firſt link of Himani 
t oGociety to which all the reſt are 
nohoyned. Maukind*had long. ago 
{t ecayed and been like a Tabor fal- 
thilen into the ſocketgf thoſe breach- 
—_ which are made*by Mortality, 
ire were not repaired.by Matrimony, 
nde 'Tis not good in regard. of 
pe the Church, which could not then. 
have been. expatiated, Where 
{there is no Generation, there can: 
thi be no Regeneration. 
| Nature makes us Creatures, 
thy betore Grace makes us Chriitt- 
ie ans. 
t | If theloins of Men had been leſs 
hal fruitful, the death of Chriſt would. 
lif have been-leſs ſucceſsful. | 
wal It was a witty queſtion that one. 
.'f put to him that ſaid, Marra EB: 
fe 2306 the Earth, but  Virginity| its. 
B 2 the 


ET 
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A Wedding Ring, 

the Heavens, How can the He | 
vens be full, if the Earth be 
empty? 

Had Aaam lived in EE” : 
without Matrimony, there would 
have been no-Servants of God in 
the Church Militant,nor no Sainty n 
with God in the Church Trium{ a 
phant. But I will not fink thiy $ 
Veſlel by che gver-burthening of be 
it, nor preſs thes truth to death by 
laying too. great a load upon id m 
ſhoulders. m 

There is one knot which I muff by 
untie before 1 make a farther pro{ by 
greſs, 1 Cor.7,1, It is good foryas 
Lan not to touch a Woman. [ni 

Do- all the Scriptures proceeq as 
out: of the ſame mouth, and dictr 
they not all ſgg#the ſame truth}lou 


the (God of unity will not indit{evi 


diſcord; and the God of veritfſtar 
cannot allert ;alſhood, If good andnot. 
evil be contraries, how contrarſwal! 
then are theſe Scriptures ? Eitheqcon 


«Hoſes miſtakes God, or Paſte 


miſtak 
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22-| miſtakes e Hoſes about the point 
be! of Marriage.. 
To which Iſhall give a double 
cy anſwer. ; 
uld 71, There is a publique and a 
in private good. In reſpect of one 
nty man, it may be good nor to touch 
m{Ja Woman, but in reſpect of all, 
his So zt 75.108 good that the Man ſhould 
0} be alone. 
by 2. foſes ſpeaks of the ſtate of 
i man created,. Pal of the ſtate of 
man corrupted : now that which 
uf} by inſtitution was a mercy, may 
ro{ by corruption become a miſery ; 
r4as pure water 1s tainted by run- 
[ning througha miry channel ; or 
cedas the Sun beams receive a tin- 
dj cture by ſhining tnrough a co- 
thjloured glaſs. Ther's no print of 
dit evil in the World, but ſin was the 
cityſtamp that made it. They that ſeek 
andnothing but weal in its commiſſnon, 
arfwall find nothing bat wo in the, 
theeconcluſion, Which leads me from - 
2althe. ſolitarineſs ol the condition, 
1:4 473 


16 A Wedding - Ring, 
man alone, to the ſuitableneſs of | a 
the proviſion, [will make an help 
meet for bim. po 
a which you have two parts, | 7 
. The Agent, [ will make, |$ 
: The Object, 4 help. 
Firit, The Agent, I will make. 'G 
We cannot build a houſe with-l ſy 
out tools, but the Trinity iS at li-} 11 
bcrty ; ; | | 
w 


Det verbum tant, 
ſu 

To Goisomniſcicnce ther's no# thi 
thing inviſible, and to God's omy th 
—— there's nothing impoſ! his 
lib'e. yo 

We work by hands without] Ne 
but he works without hands. Hof 
that made man mcet for help] ho] 
mixes a mect help for man, Act 

Marriages are conſented aboyſ thy 
but coaſurunarcd below, Proj Art 
8. 22. Vii 5h man wants ſugma! 
Piy, Yet ran "cannot ſupply lyare 
wants, fares 1, 17, Every goutsa 

| 
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f | and perfett gift comes from above , 
>| &c. A wife though ſhe be not a 

| perfect gift, yet ſhe is a good gift. 

| Theſe beams are darted from the 

| Sun of Righteouſneſs. | 
Haſt thoua ſoft heart ? it's of 
. | Gods breaking : Halt 'thou a 
h-| fweet wife ? ſhe's of Gods mak- 
t-| 10g. 

Let me draw up this expreſſion 
with a double Application, 

1, When thou layeit out for 
ſucha good on carth, look up to 
109 the God of Heaven, Let him make 
m4 thy choice for thee, who hath made 
of! his choice for thee. Look above 

you, before Jon look about you. 
ut Nothins makes up the happineſs 
Hof 2 mirried condition, like the 
1p; holineſs of a mortified diſpoſition. 

Account not thoſe rhe moſt wor- 
ow thy, that are the moſt wealthy, 
ro Art thou matched to the Lord ? 
vg matca in the Lord. How happy 
hyareſuch Marriages where Chriſt - 
04 ts at the Wedding ! Let none but 
a thoſe 


18 A Weadding- Ring, 
thoſe who have ſound favour in 
Gods eyes. , finde favour. in| 
yours, Q 

2, Give God the tribute of 0 
you gratulation for your good th 
companions. Take heed of paying ol 
your rent toa wrong Land-Lordy ec 
When you taite of the (tream, re; of 
flect on the ſprins that feeds it, N 
Now thou halt four eyes for thy fo 
b ſpeculation; four hands for thy 0| w. 
| peration, four feet for thy ambuq co 
| Jation, and four thoulders for thy to 
ſu-ccniarion, What the ſin af ſel 
S2Ain't the Ho! y Gholt is in poinf he 
of Divinity,that is unthankfulneſ W 
it in point of Morality, an offency the 
/ unpardonablc. Pity 1t is but tha ve! 
*%e Moon ſhould be ever in an E do 
clipſe, that will.not acknowledg wt 
her beams to be borrowed from ott 
the Sun. He that praiſes not th ma 
o14cr, prizes not the gift ; and {| bar 
I paſs from the Agent to the Qbf ſut 


ject, « help. As 
the 
O | 


in 


it for the Finger, ro : 

She muſt be ſo much , and no 
feſs; and ſo much, and no more. 
Our Ribs were not ordained to be 
our Rulers. They are not made of 


{ the head; toclaim ſuperiority, but 
| out of the ſide, to be content with 


equality. They deſert the Author 
of Nature, that invert the order of 


- Nature, The Woman was: made 


for the Mans comfort; but the Man 
was not made for the Womans 
command, Thoſe ſhoulders aſpire 


| to high, that content not them- 


) ſelves with a room below their 


{nt 
{ 


1 head. Its between a Man and his 


Wife in the houſe, as it is between 


the Sun and the Moon in the Hea- 


vens; when the greater Light goes 
down, the leſſer Light gets up ; 


| when the one ends in ſetting , the 
| other begins in ſhining. The Wife 


may be-a Soveraign in her Hus- 
bands abſence, but ſhe muſt be 


)b{ ſubject in her Husbands preſence: 


) 


As Pharoah ſaid to Foſeph,ſo ſhould 


the Husband ſay to his Wife, Ger. 


C 41, 40. 


2 " A Weddrnp- Kine — .. 
+1, 40. Thou ſhal: be over mw 
Houfe, and according to thy word 
fhall all my people beruled , only 
In the Throne will I be greater ther 
thou. The body of that Hovuſhold 
can never make any good motion 
whoſe bones are out of place, Thi 
Woman muſt be a help to the Mat 
in theſe four things. | 
- 1. To,his Pzety, 2. S0 his Socy| 
ft. 
3. To his Progeny, 4, To hig ; 
Proſperity Th 
To his Pety, by the ferventneſi} | 
of her excitation. To. his Soczery, by| 5 
the fragrantneſs of her converſati| y 
on, To his Progeny, by the fruit x 
fulnefſe of her education. To his] 4 


7 . . p "$0.59 
' 18s the two Milch-kine, which werq"xq 
coupled togetherto carry the Arif 4, 
off 
| el FÞ» <7 


4 
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4 of God; oras 


th 
that looked one upon another, and 
both upon the Mercy-ſeat : or.as 


the two Tables of ſtone, on each - | 


of which were engraven the Laws 
-of God. In ſome families. Married 
perſons are Jike Feremiah's. two 


| baskets of figs , one very good the * 
| Other very evil ; or like fire and 


water , whilſt the one is flaming 


in devotion, the other is freezing 


in corruption. There is a twofold 


hindrance of holineſs ; firſt of, the. | 


right fide; ſecondly , on the lefr ; 
on the right ſide, when the Wife 
would run 'in Gods way, .the 
Husband will not let her go: whe 
the fore-horſe in a Team will-not 


| draw , he wrongs all. the: reſt; 


when the General of an Army: 
bids a March , all the Se 


&| ſtand ſtill, Sometimes on the Teft:; E 
\} How. did Solowon's' Idolatrous 
Wife, draw away. his -heart:from 


JE i 
' + » 


19 Heaven? 'A finning Wifewas Sa-- 


+; = 
14-8 
v1 
»Þv 


tan's. firſt Ladder, by-which: he 
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| Fecaled the Walls of Paradiſe, and 
rook away the Fort-Royal of 
-eAdam's hcart from him. Thus 
ihe thar ſhould have been the help 
of his fleſh, was the hurt of his 
faith: His natures under- propper, 


becomes his graces underminer ; 
and ſhe that ſhould be a Crown on 
the head, is acroſs on the ſhoul- 
ders. The Wife is often to the hug- 
band, as the Ivy is to the Oak, 
which draws away his ſap: from 
him. | | 
2. Ahelp to his Society by the 
fragrantneſs of her converſati- 
On. | ; 
Man is an affetionate creature; 
now the womans behaviour ſhouid 
be fuch towards the Man, as to | 
requite his affeRion by increaſing 
hig:deletation. That .the 'new- 
tornlove may not be- blaſted, as 
ſoon avs its bloſſomed ; that it may | 
not'be ruined before it be rooted, ) 
A Spouſe ſhould carry her ſelf ſo 
to ker Hugband as not to an" his 
| ove 
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love by her contention , nor to de- 
ſtroy his love by her alienation... 
Husband and Wife ſhould be like. 
two Candles burning together ,. 
which makes the heuſe more light- 
ſome ; or like two fragrant flowers, 
bound up in one Noſegay, that: 
augment its ſweetneſs; or like two- 
well tuned Inffuments, which. 
ſqunding together, makes the. 
more melodious mulick. Husband. 
and'Wife, what are they but as. 
as two ſprings meeting, and ſo 
joyning their ſtreams that they. 
make- but one current ? It's an. 
unplealing ſpeCtacle to view any; 
contention in this ConjunGion, 

3. To his Progeny by theefruit-. 
fulneſs of her education ; that ſo, 
her Children in the fleſh, may be. 7 
God's Children in the Spirit, | 
1. Sam. 1.11, Hanna ſhe vows if 
the Lord will give her a Son, by, 
bearing him, ſhe will return that. 
Son to the Lord by ſervings him. A, 
Spauſe ſhould bs rhere careful of. 
| C 3 her; 


| 24. . AWeageng. Ring, 
{ her Chilarens breeding, then ſhe 
ſhould be fearful of her Childrens 
bearing. Take heed'leſt theſe flow- 


ers grow in the Devil's Garden. [1 


Though you britis them out in cor- 
ruption, yet do not bring them up 
to damnation, Thoſe are not Mo- 
thers, but Monſters, that whilſt 
they thovld be tedbhing their Chil- 
dren the way to Heaven with their 
| lips, are leading them the way, to 
; Hell with their lives. 

{ Goodeducation is the beſt'Live- 
| . ry you can give them living ; and 
; Its the beſt Legacy you can leave 
them dying. You let out your 
cares to make them great, O lift 
up your prayers to make them 
g00d: That before you die from 
"them, you may ſce Chriſt live in 
them. 
Whilſt theſe twigs are green and 
tender , they ſhould be bowed 
* towards God, Children and Ser- 
 vants arc in a Family , as Paſſen- 


* gersarcin a Boat; Husband and. 


Witc 
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[Wiſe they are asa pair of Oars., 


t0row them to their delired Ha- 
ven, Let theſe ſmall pieces of 


\ 


| head. 


Timber be hewed , and ſquared 
for the Celeſtial building, By put- 
ting a Scepter of grace into their 
hands, you will ſet a Crown of 
Glory upon their heads. 

A help to his Proſperity by 
her faithful preſervation , being 
not a wanderer abrozd , but a 
worker at home, 

One of the Ancients ſpeaks cx- 
cellently ; She malt not be a Fie}d= 
Wife, like Dinah; nor a Street- 
Wife , like Thamar; nor a Win- 
dow- Wife, like Fezabel, 

Phideas when he drew a Woman 


| painted her fitting under a Snail - 


ſhell, that ſhe might imitate that 
little creature, that goes no farther 
then it can carry its houſe upon its 


How- many Women are thcre, 
that are not labouring Bees, but 


| Idle Drones; that rake up «, room 


G4. in, 


26 AWedading-Ring, 
inthe Hive, but bring no Honey 


toit; that are Moths to their Hus- 
bands eſtates ; ſpending, when 


they ſhould be ſparing ? as the. 
Man's part is to previde induſiri- | 


ouſly, ſo the Womans is to pre- 
ſerve liſcreetly ; the one muſt not 
be careleſly wanting , the other 
mult not be cauſleſly waſting : the 
/ Man mult be ſeeking with dili- 
; gence , the Woman muſt be ſa- 
|, ving with providence, The Cock 
and Hen both fcrape together in 


the Duit-heap,, to pick up ſome- 


thing for their little Chickens. 

To winde vp this on a ſhort bot- 
tom. 

1. If the Woman be a help to 
the Man, then let not the Man caſt 
durt on the Woman. + 

Secunau being asked his opint- 
on ofa woman, ſpeaks thus, Yr: 
nmſragium, domus tempeſt as, quie-= 
tis impedimentum, &c. But ſurely 
he was a Monſter, and not a Man, 
fitter for a Tomb to bury him, then 

a 
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a Womb to bear him. 

Some have tiled them to be, 
Like Clouds in the Sky. 


| Like Motes in the Sun. 


Like Snuffs in the Candle. 
Like Weeds in the Garden. 

It is not good to play the But- 
her with that naked Sex, that hath 
no arms but for imbraces. A Prea- 
cher ſhould not be filent for thoſe, 
who are ſilenced from Preaching 5 
becauſe they are the weaker veſ- 
ſels, ſhall they be broken all to 
pieces? Thou that ſayelt women 
are evil, it may be thy expreſſion 
flows from thy experience ; but I 
ſhall never take that Mariner for 
my Pilot, that hath no better 
know'edge then the ſplitting of 
his own Ship. Wilt thou condemn 
the frame of all, for the fault of 
one ? as if it were true Logick, 
becauſe ſome are evil , therefore 
'none are good. He hath ill eyes 
that diſdains all objects. To blait 


thy helper, is to blame thy Maker. 


C5 In 
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In a word, we took our riſe from 
their bowels, and may take our 
re:t in their boſoms, 


2. Isthe Woman to be a help to. 
the Man ? Then let the Man be a. 


heip-to tne Woman, What makes 
theſe Debtors be ſuch i!l Pay- 
Malters ? but becauſe they look at 


what is owing to them, butnot at. 


wiat is owing by them ? if thou 
wouldit have thy wifes reverence, 


let her have thy reſpect. To force / 
a fear from this Relation , is that ' 


which neither befits the Husbands 
authority to injoyn, nor the Wifes 
duty to perform. A Wife muit not 
be ſharply driven , but ſweetly 


. drawn. Compaſſion may bend her, 
but compulſion wiil break her. } 


Husband and Wiſe {ſhould act 
towards each other with conſent , 
not by con{traint. . 

There are four things wherein 
the Husband is a meet help to the 
Wife. 


Firſt, in his proteCting of her? 


: from 


ror 


gror 
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m from injuries. It's well obſerved 
Ir þy one; that the rib of which Wo- 
an was made, was taken from 
{under the Man's arm : as the uſe 
a 'bf the arm is to keep off blows 
'S from the body , ſo the office of the 
- Husband is to ward off blows 
t from the Wife: The Wife is the 
t Husbands treaſury,- and the Hus- 
1 band ſhould be the Wifes Armo- 
, |iy. Indarkneſs he {hould. be her 
e [Sun for direction ; in danger he 
t ſhould be her ſhield for proteCt1- 
s on. 
. 
» 
F 


S 


Secondly, In his providing for 
ber neceſſities. The Husband mult 
communicate maintenance to the 
- [Wite, as the head conveys influ- 
 *ence to the Meraber, thou mult 
[fot be a drone,and ſhe a drudge, A 
. [Man in a Married eſtate, is like a 
Chamberlain in an Inne , there's 
| [knocking for him in every Room. 
(Many perſons in this condition , 
[watf that eſtate in Luxury, which 
[ſhould ſupply their Wites w"_— - 
= ItY. 
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_ + [ Wedding-Ring, 
firy. Nec amor viget mariti, nec fo Ct 
cs Chriſtiani , they have ncithet|on. 
the Faith of a Chriitian, nor thebec 
Love of a Husband. It's a ſad ſpelſbe | 
Ctacle, to ſee a Virgin ſold with|ban 
her 9wa money unto ſlavery, when|one 
, Services are better then Marriagesgſhc 
The one receives Wages , whilitfita! 
the other buys their Fetters. hee 
3. In his covering of her Infir-|fro 
mities. Wno would trample upon |pl 
a Jewel becauſe it's fallen in the] 
dirt ? or throw away a heap ofjcic 
Wheat, fora little Chaff? or deſ-jno 
piſea Golden Wedg, becauſe it]bu 
retains ſome droſs ? Theſe Roſes| ſh 
have their prickles. Now Husbands|th 
fhould ſpread a mantle of Charity] G 
over their Wives Infirmities, They] lc 
be ill Birds that defile their own|T 
Netts. It's a great deal better you| fi 
ſhould faſt, then feaſt your ſelves| N 
upon their failings, Some Hus: |» 
bands are never well, longer thei; t 
they are holding their fingers in| 
their Wives ſores, Such are like| { 
Crows |,« 
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: þ. Crows, that faſten only on Carri-- | 
herlon, Do not put out the Candle, 


thebecauſe of the Snuff, If the Gold 
peiſbe good , allow it Grains. Hus- 
ith|band and Wives ſhould provoke 


tenſone another to love ; and they 


hould love one another notwith- 
tanding of provocation. Take 
heed of poyſoning thoſe Springs , 


on [pleaſure flows, 

che] 4. By his delighting in her So- 
of|ciety : A Wife takes SanCtuary , 
eſ-jnot only in her Husbands houſe, 


ds|the Tree of Life grew up in the 
ty] Garden. They that chuſe their 
1] love, ſhould love their choice. 
vn | They that Marry where they af- 
2u| fect not, will affect where they 
es| Marry not, Two joyned together 
$s:] without love, are but two tyed 
i); together to make one another mt- 
ſcrable. 'And ſo] paſle to the laſt 


/ 


ir-|from whence the ſtreams of your 
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it] but in his heart. The Tree of Love 
es] ſhould grow up in the family , as 


{tage ef the Text, A belp meet. © 


— 
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eF help, there's her fulneſs ; 490 


meet help, there's her fitneſs. 


bove him; The Creatures were tw] 


much below him,he could not ſtep 


wi 
The Angels were too much aſk 
c 


fle 


upto the former , nor could he Þc 


ſtoop down to the latter : The on pe 
If 


was out of his race : but the Wo-| Þ 


was out of his reach , the othe 


man is a parallel-line drawn equal 


with him : meet ſhe muſt be in| 


three things. . 


I. In the Harmony of her diſpo-| 


ſition. Husband and Wife ſhould 
be like the Image in a Looking- 
glaſs, that anſwers inall proper- 
ties to the face that ſtands before 
it; orjike an Eccho that returneth 
the voice it receiveth. Many Mar-] 


riages are like putting new Wine| 


into old bottles. An old man is 


not a mect help for a young Wo-| 


man. He that ſets a gray head 


upon green ſhoulders , hath one 


foot in the Grave, and-another in 


the Cradle, Yet how many ow 
| | 0 | 


S 3 nat. 
wedded to the winter of old age ? 
h 21A young perſon , is not a meet 
> tſhelp for an old Woman ; raw 


Rel fleſh is but an ill plaiſter for rotten. 


| he bones, He that in his non-age,mar- 
one] ties another in her dotage , his 
thedJuit hath one Wite in poſſeſſion , 
o.| but his love another in rev-rſion. 
ual] . 2+ In the Herauldry of her con- 
-| dition, Some of orr Emuropiap 
Nations, are ſo ſtrict in their Jun- 
26.| tions, that its againſt their laws, 
21g) for the Commonalty to couple 
g.| with the Gentry, | 
7.1 It was well ſaid by one : if the 
re] Wife be too much above her hus. 
th| band , ſhe either ruins him by her 
x. | vaſt expences, or reviles him with 
12] her baſe reproaches - If ſhe be too 
| much below her husband , either 
» | her former condition makes her 
q | too generous , or her preſentmy- 
e| tation makes her too imperious. 
n| Marriages are ſtyled Matches ; 
g | yet amongſt thoſe many that are 
o | Married , 


do you ſee the f pring of youth, 
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Marricd, how few are there that 
are matched ? Husbands anq|wi\ 
wives are like locks and keys |. ! 
that rather break then open, ex knd 
cept the wards be anſwerable. |} 
3. [nthe holineſs of her rae 42 


on. If Adultery may ſeparate 
Marriage contracted , {dolatry 
may hinder a Marriage not perfe-|>£ 
ted. Cattle of divers kinds were| Ia 
not to ingender, 2 /r. 6. 14. Be|VP 
not unequally yoaked, &c. It's dan-|R* 
Serous taking her for a wife, who| £2 
will not take God for a Husbang.|tic 
It is not mcet that one fleſh hould|th 
be of two ſpirits. Is there never a| of 
Tree thou likeiſt in the Garden ,|y« 
but that which bears forbidden|bc 
fruit? There are but two Chan-|Y« 
nels in which the remaining 
ſtreams ſhall run. bi 
1. To thoſe Men that want | 
wives, how to chooſe them. of 
2. To thoſe women that have! 
Husbihds how to uſe them; e 
Firſt, To thoſe Men that want | 
| WIVES, |. 


that 
and wives, how to chooſe them. 


ys, Marriage i is the tying of ſuch a 
ex|knot, that nothing but death can 


unlooſe..Common reaſon ſuggelts, 


igi{ſo much, that we ſhould be long 


e aja doing, that wnich can, but once - 


tryſbe done. Where one celign haty 
rfe.|hcen gravelled inthe Sends of de- 
ereſlay, thouſands have been ;ſplis 
an-|Raſh adventures , yields little 


nd.|tides, thet when one is -palt, and- 


r a[ of Aying. without your wings 3 

1 /Y ON may breed ſuch Aguesin your 
enſbones , that may ſhake you to 
n- your Sraves. | 


or choice, 


one. | 


t | 1. Chooſe not for Beauty. 
"| ts Chooſe. not for Dowry. 


=y 
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11d/ther. returns ; but yet take heed : 


Z:|upon the. Rock. of Precipitance. . 


ho|gain, Opportunites are not like ; 


on 


s| 1. Letmepreſerve you from a. 
it | - 2, Preſcnt you. with Aa.. good ; 
e| 1. Topreſerve you from a bad : 


choice. - Take that in three things, . 


D 3, Chooſe: - 
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3. Chooſe not for Dignity. 


He that looks for Beauty, buyy 


2 Picture. 


He that loves for Dowry,makes| 


a Purchaſe. | | 
He that leaps for Dignity , 
matches witk a multitude at once, 
The firſt of theſe is too blinde to 
be direced. | | 
The ſecond, too baſe to be ac- 
cepted. 
,The third, too bold to be reſpe- 
Cted, 
1, Ehooſe not by your eyes. 
2, Chooſe not by your hands. 
3. Chooſe not by your cares. 
Firſt, Chooſe not by your eyes, 


looking at the beauty of the per: 
ſon. Not but that this is Jovely in| 
a Woman; but that this is not all| 
for which a Woman ſhould be be- 


loved. He that had the choice of 


many faces, ſtamps this CharaCer | 


upon them all ; favour is deceitfat, 


and beauty is vain. The Sun is] 


more bright ing clear $ky , than 


oh 


JUL 


when | 
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hen the Horizon ts clouded. 
WYBurifa Womans fleſh hath more 

f Beauty , than her ſpirit” hath of 
ketChriſtianity , it's like poyſon in 
ſweet-meats, moſt dangerous , 
ly Ger. 6.2. T.he Sons of God ſaw the 
Ice, Daughters of men that they were 
- folfair , &c., One would have 
thought,. that they ſhould rather 
aC- ſhave looked for grace in the heart, 
then for beauty in the face, Take: 
pe-lheed of Taning at the faireſt ſigns - 
The Swan hath black fleſh under- 
[her white feathers. 
Secondly , Chooſe not by your: 
hands , for the bounty of the Por-: 
'9, tion. 
t-! When Cato's Daughter was- 
n[asked, why ſhe did not Marry,. 
If ſhe thus replyed ; She could not 
- | finde the Man that loved her Per- 
f | ſon above her Portion; Men love 
curious pictures, but they would 
}, | have them ſet in Golden frames. 
s [-Some are ſo degenerate, as to 
1 | think.any'to be good enough, who: 
| D. 2. have: 
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have but goods enough. Take 
heed , for ſometimes the Bag and 
Baggage go together. The Per-, 
ſon ſhould be a figure , and the* 
Portion a Cypher, which added to 
her, advances the ſum , but alone, |: 
lignifies nothing. When Themiſto- 
cles was to marry his daughter , 
two Suitors courted her together, 
the one rich , and a fool ; tte {ili 
other wiſe, but poor; and being 
demanded which of the two he 
had rather his davghtcr ih ould [rer 
have, he anſwered , Jalem virum ms 
fine pecunia , &c. | had rather the |an 
ſhould have a Man without Mo- of 
'ney , than Money without a Man, 

Thirdly , Chooſe not by your |ch 
ears, for the dignity. of her Pa- 
rentage. A £00d old ſtock may 
nouiifh a fruitleſs branch, [There | 
are many Children who are not the 
bleſſings, but the blemiſhes of | 
their parents. They are Nobly {fy 
deſcended , but Irnobiy minded. Jl 
Such Was eAnrelics e Antonin Þ 


_ 


= 
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ke bf whom it was ſaid, that he inju- 
nd Fed his Country in nothing, but 
r-;|n being the Father of ſuch a Child, 
heFhere are many low in their deſ- 
to tents, that are high in their de- 
e, (erts. Such was the Cobler's Son , 
0- who grew to be a famous Captaing, 
 » [yhcna great perſon upbraidcd the 


I, 


neaaneſſe of his original, my No- 


|bility ( ſaith he ) begins with me , 


but thy Nobility ends with thce, 
Piety 15a greater honour then Pa- 
rentage. She 1s the beſt Gentlewo. 
man that is heir of her own deſerts, 
and nor the degenerated off-ſpring 
of ancthers vertue. _ 
2. To preſcnt you with a good. 
choice ; in three things. . La 
I, Chooſe ſuch a one as will be 
ſubject to your dominion. Take 
heed of yoking your ſelves with 
untamed Heifers. 
| .2. Chooſe ſuch a one as may- 


{ſympathize with you in your, af- 


Miction, Marriage is juit like a 
Sea-voyage; he that enters into 


b 7 this 
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this Ship, muſt look to meet with |t1a! 


ſtorms and tempeſts, 1 Cor. 7.28 the 


E# 


T hey that marry ſhall have trouble in | 


the fleſh, Fleſh and trouble are |ibE 


married together, whether we |Þ2 
marry or no; now a bitter cup is \P!* 


too much to be drunk by one |f9 
mouth. A heavy burthen is eaſily b 


carried by the aſſiſtance of other 


ſhoulders. Husband and Wife |! 


thould neither be proud fleſh, nor 


dead fleſh, You are fellow-meme- |! 


bers, therefore ſhould have a fel- 
low-fecling, While one ſtands 


ſafe on the ſhore, the other ſhoutd {| 


pitty him that is to{t on the Sea, | 
Sympathy in ſuffering, is like a 
dry houſe in a wet day. 

3. Chooſe ſuch a one as may be | 
ſerviceabie to your Salvation. A 
man may think he hath a Saint, | 
when he hath a Devil ; but take 
heed of a Harlot that is falſe to 
thy bed; and of a Hypocrite, that 
is falſe to thy God, _ 

Secondly , To thoſe Woman 
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vith [that have Husbands, how to uſe 
28. |them. In two things. 
in| 1. Carry your ſelves towards 
are |them with Obedience, Let their 
we [power command you, that their: 
\ is praiſe may commend you. Though: 
ne [you may have your Hu. bands 
ily [hearts , yet you muſt not have 
er [their heads; as you will his love, 
fe [ſo you ſhould love his wil, Till 
or [the Husband leaves commanding, 
n- |the Wife muſt never leave obey- 
1. Jing. As his injunctions muſt be 
Js [lawful , ſo her ſubjeCtion muſt be 
d Hoyal. 
a, | 2. With faithfulneſs. In Creati- 
a [0s God made not one woman for 
many Men, nor many women for 
c | one Man : Every wife ſhould be. 
A ' to her Husband, as Evah was to 
, | eAdam, a whole world of wo- 
e | men ; and every Husband ſhould 
2.) be to his wife, as Adem was to 
> | Evah , a whole world of men. 
When a River is divided into ma- 
ny channels , the main current 
| Karves. ” To 


4.2 A Wedding-Ring, 
To conclude : Good ſervan 
re a great bleſſing; good Ch 

dren, a greater bleſſing : but 
009 wite 1s the greate't bleſſing 

and ſuch a help let him ſcek fo 
her that wants one, let him fig 
for veFhar hath lot one , ict hit 
take pleaſure 1 1g her that enjoyel 
onc.. eAnd tie Lord Jed ſaid, I 
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